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MATHEMATICS (M.S.)
Master of Science. Major in Mathematics.
An undergraduate major in mathematics or its equivalent is a
prerequisite. There is both a thesis and a non-thesis option. Both options
have the same credit requirements. Of the minimum of 30 credits
required for this degree, at least 18 credits must be in mathematics at
the 500 level (excluding MATH 500, MATH 599, seminars, and directed
study); the remaining 12 credits may include 400 and 500 level courses
in mathematics, and 300 or 400 level courses in supporting areas.
Mathematics Education (MTHE) credits may not be counted. For the non-
thesis option, a three-hour comprehensive written examination covering
6 mathematics courses chosen by the student (with at least 5 at the 500
level) is required. For the thesis option, the student writes a thesis (which
may be expository in nature) under the guidance of a thesis committee. A
final examination in the form of an oral defense of the thesis is required.

Please see the Mathematics graduate handbook for details and program
requirements on earning the Master of Science in Mathematics degree.

1. The student can effectively communicate mathematics to
undergraduate students through teaching.

2. The student is able to integrate the knowledge from several courses.
They are able to think mathematically and critically.

3. The student can demonstrate knowledge in mathematics that
justifies being awarded an M.S. degree and that prepares the student
to pursue, should he or she want to do so, a Ph.D.
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