DEPARTMENT OF
PSYCHOLOGY AND
COMMUNICATION

Ben Barton, Chair (211 Student Health Ctr. 83844-3043; phone
208-885-6324; www.uidaho.edu/class/psychcomm (http://
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Psychology is the scientific study of thinking, emotion, and behavior. It

is a diverse field and can be applied to almost all aspects of everyday

life: interpersonal relationships, school and lifelong learning, family,

and the work environment. Psychology uses scientific research

methods to develop and test theories and to explain or predict behavior.
Undergraduate study in psychology provides a broad coverage of the
field, whereas graduate study focuses more narrowly on a particular
discipline, preparing students for professional work as researchers and/or
practitioners.

Communication is a social science discipline that considers how
people verbally and nonverbally communicate at the individual, societal,
and cultural levels. It can be seen as the discipline that links other
disciplines: a discipline that is vital for people, organizations, and
governments to thrive in today’s complex world. Students with degrees
in communication pursue careers as communication specialists in the
fields of communication education, business, government and politics,
high technology industries, health, and social and human services.
Graduates may also pursue advanced degrees in communication and
other fields.

The Department of Psychology and Communication offers a B.S.

or B.A. in Psychology or Communication. The psychology degree
requires students to take a wide variety of courses in areas such as
developmental processes, social psychology, learning and memory,
personality, clinical psychology, biological processes, and sensation/
perception. Depending on their interests, students also select from more
specialized subjects such as human factors, industrial/organizational
psychology, aging, and the psychology of emotion. The communication
degree requires students to take courses in a breadth of fields including
speech, conflict management, interpersonal, organizational, and
intercultural communication. Students choose additional coursework
from the areas of persuasion, nonverbal, gender, and other relational
communication.

Currently, graduate training in the department is only available in
psychology. The department offers an M.S. in Psychology with an
emphasis in human factors psychology. The master’s degree prepares
students for careers in government and industry, teaching at the junior
college level, or for continued study at the doctoral level. The Ph.D. in
Experimental Psychology prepares students for a research career that
may involve applied research in industry or an academic position. An
applicant to the graduate program must possess an undergraduate
degree in psychology or a related field, such as engineering, computer
science, or business. In addition, applicants should have completed a
course in introductory statistics, a course in experimental psychology or
research methods, and a course in computer programming. Additional
coursework in cognitive psychology and sensation/perception is
recommended. All applicants will be considered even if recommended
coursework has not been taken.

Department of Psychology and Communication 1

Majors
« Communication (B.A. or B.S.) (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/
colleges-related-units/letters-arts-social-sciences/psychology-
communication/communication-ba-bs/)
+ Psychology (B.A. or B.S.) (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/
colleges-related-units/letters-arts-social-sciences/psychology-
communication/psychology-ba-bs/)

Minors

+ Addictions Minor (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-related-units/
letters-arts-social-sciences/psychology-communication/addictions-
minor/)

+ Communication Minor (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-related-
units/letters-arts-social-sciences/psychology-communication/
communication-studies-minor/)

+ Psychology Minor (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-related-units/
letters-arts-social-sciences/psychology-communication/psychology-
minor/)

Certificates

+ Chemical Addictions: Principles and Practice Undergraduate
Academic Certificate (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-related-
units/letters-arts-social-sciences/psychology-communication/
chemical-addictions-principles-and-practice-undergraduate-
academic-certificate/)

+ Professional Skills in Chemical Addictions Counseling Undergraduate
Academic Certificate (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-related-
units/letters-arts-social-sciences/psychology-communication/
professional-skills-in-chemical-addictions-counseling-undergraduate-
academic-certificate)

Psychology and Communication Studies
Graduate Program

+ Psychology (M.S.) (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-related-units/
letters-arts-social-sciences/psychology-communication/psychology-
ms/)

+ Experimental Psychology (Ph.D.) (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/
colleges-related-units/letters-arts-social-sciences/psychology-
communication/experimental-psychology-phd/)
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