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Christopher McIntosh, Dept. Head (39A Iddings Wing, Ag. Sc. Bldg.
83844-2334; phone 208-885-6264). 

Agricultural economics is an applied branch of economics. It is a social
science that deals with economic problems in agriculture, the food
industry, rural communities, and the use and conservation of our natural
resources. Economic principles and theories are used to determine
maximum economic efficiency in the production and marketing of
agricultural commodities and in the use of natural resources.

The Bachelor of Science (B.S.) program in Agricultural Economics
prepares students to address problems faced by farmers and ranchers,
agricultural marketing and supply companies, natural resource agencies,
and rural communities. The department offers the B.S. degree in
Agricultural Economics with two emphasis areas: Agribusiness and
Applied Economics. Areas of study within the emphases include
agricultural finance, agricultural policy, agricultural commodity risk
management, marketing, farm and ranch management, rural community
development, international trade and development, economic use
of natural resources, and management of agribusiness firms. The
department also offers two minors: Agribusiness and Natural resource
economics.

The Agribusiness Emphasis prepares students in the management
functions of farms, ranches, and businesses involved with the production
and marketing of farm commodities and farm production inputs. The
Applied Economics Emphasis prepares students to become professional
economists for commercial agricultural firms and governmental agencies
or to pursue advanced degrees in this field before entering the profession.

The Applied Economics M.S. encompasses agribusiness, natural
resources, and rural development economics. Agricultural development
and international trade are also emphasized.

Students initiating graduate work in applied economics should have
a background in economics and quantitative methods. The following
specific course areas are recommended: economic principles (six
credits), intermediate microeconomics (three credits), statistics (three
credits), mathematics (through introductory calculus), and applied
economics and/or agricultural economics (nine credits). Individual
graduate programs are tailored to allow students to take courses and
develop thesis proposals in line with their professional interests.

The department welcomes inquiries about its program and suggests
that anyone interested in possible pursuit of a degree in agricultural
economics should contact the department (telephone: 208-885-6264) or
visit the website (http://www.uidaho.edu/cals/aers/).

Majors
• Agricultural Economics (B.S.Ag.Econ.) (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/

colleges-related-units/agricultural-life-sciences/agricultural-
economics-rural-sociology/agricultural-economics-bsagecon/)

Minors
• Agribusiness Minor (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-related-

units/agricultural-life-sciences/agricultural-economics-rural-
sociology/agribusiness-minor/)

• Natural Resource Economics Minor (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/
colleges-related-units/agricultural-life-sciences/agricultural-
economics-rural-sociology/natural-resource-economics-minor/)

• Agricultural Commodity Risk Management Minor (https://
catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-related-units/agricultural-life-sciences/
agricultural-economics-rural-sociology/agricultural-commodity-risk-
management-minor/)

Certificates
• Agricultural Commodity Risk Management Undergraduate Academic

Certificate (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-related-units/
agricultural-life-sciences/agricultural-economics-rural-sociology/
agricultural-commodity-risk-management-undergraduate-academic-
certificate/)

Applied Economics Graduate Program
Candidates must fulfill the requirements of the College of Graduate
Studies and of the Department of Agricultural Economics and
Rural Sociology. See the College of Graduate Studies (https://
catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-related-units/graduate-studies/) section for
the applicable general requirements.

• Applied Economics (M.S.) (https://catalog.uidaho.edu/colleges-
related-units/agricultural-life-sciences/agricultural-economics-rural-
sociology/agricultural-economics-rural-sociology-ms/)
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